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MnDOT Finalizing Plans for a Pair of 
Reconstruction Projects on Highway 11 

The Minnesota Department of 
Transportation (MnDOT) Dis-
trict 2 Office is completing 
plans for two major road con-
struction projects that will 
impact the city of Roseau in 
2025 and 2026. 

The first project involves the 
reconstruction of Minnesota 
Highway 11 from Highway 89 
to 11th Avenue NE through 
the city of Roseau. From the 
Highway 11 bridge west to 
Highway 89 the entire road-
way will be torn up to install 
new storm sewer piping and 
narrow the roadway to accom-
modate wider sidewalks to 
meet current accessibility 
standards.   

From the Highway 11 bridge 
east to 11th Avenue NE the 
roadway construction project 
will involve a milling of the 
existing pavement and an 
overlay of new asphalt. In ad-
dition all of the sidewalks will 
again be replaced to meet 
current accessibility standards. 
As a result of the sidewalk 
removals this project will re-
quire the removal of all ex-
isting boulevard trees and 
streetlights on Highway 11. 
New sidewalks, boulevard 
trees and street lighting will 
replace existing infrastructure.  

The City of Roseau will be re-
sponsible for cost-sharing the 
street lighting on the project 
as well as relocating any water 
and sewer lines that may be in 
the way of MnDOT construc-
tion. The total estimated cost 
to the city of Roseau for the 
project is estimated at be-
tween $100,000-150,000.  

The greatest change residents 
will notice from this project is 
the removal of the signal light 

at Highway 11 and Main Ave-
nue N. MnDOT must remove 
the existing signal light to 
accommodate the new wider 
sidewalks. However, current 
traffic volumes do not meet 
standards for a replacement 
signal light at this intersec-
tion. The intersection will 
instead utilize a two-way 
stop sign on Main Avenue N.  

This $5.6 million project is 
currently scheduled to be 
completed in the summer of 
2025.  

The second project for High-
way 11 involves the resurfac-
ing of the roadway from the 
eastern Roseau city limits to 
the Warroad city limits. 
Along with resurfacing, 
MnDOT plans to construct 
additional turn lanes and to 
realign the roadway near the 
Roseau Airport. The highway 
is in need of long-term im-
provements to address safe-
ty and aging infrastructure.   
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Center turn lanes and right 
turn lanes will be added and 
intersections will be realigned 
to increase safety and sight-
lines, particularly west of War-
road through the “ridge” area. 

East of Roseau, around the 
Roseau Airport, MnDOT will 
be removing the dangerous 
“S” curves where many acci-
dents have occurred. The 
roadway will be realigned fur-
ther to the south to avoid the 
existing airport safety zone as 
requested by the Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA) and 
MnDOT Aeronautics.  The new 
alignment not only improves 
airport safety, but the new 
roadway design will have 
better sightlines and a 60 mph 
design speed (see graphic be-
low).  

The TH11 Roseau to Warroad 
project is currently planned 
for the summer of 2026 and 
has an estimated cost of $20 
million. 

TH 11 Project—Roseau to Warroad 

TH 11 Redesign—Roseau Airport Curves 
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Roseau ReLeaf Project 

Planning Commission 
Tour of the City 

On May 13th the Roseau Planning Com-
mission performed its annual Tour of 
the City. The purpose of the tour is to 
identify code violations on public and 
private property. In general, there were 
few new violations identified during the 
2024 tour. The most common violations 
identified on the 2024 tour were tires, 
construction materials, furniture, unli-
censed/inoperable vehicles or other 
materials being stored outside of a fully 
enclosed garage or storage building. The 
next most common violations were 
structures with significant peeling paint, 
broken windows, rotting shingles, or 
missing siding. Persons with violations 
will be sent notifications of their need to 
address the conditions within a specified 
period of time or further action will be 
taken by the city to obtain compliance. 

Summer At the Library 

Over $6.883 million in new 
funding was made available by 
the Minnesota Legislature to 

enhance community forest health that 
will encourage and promote the invento-
ry, planting, assessment, maintenance, 
improvement, protection, and restora-
tion of trees and forest resources. 

Eligible applicants included non-profit 
organizations with 501(c) status and local 
units of government in Minnesota, in-
cluding cities, counties, regional authori-
ties, joint powers boards, towns, soil and 
water conservation districts, public 
schools and tribal nations. Parks and rec-
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Adventure Begins At Your Library this 
summer at the Roseau Public Library's 
2024 Summer Reading Program!  From 
June 3rd - August 23rd, join us for in-
person programs, reading passports, 
crafts every Thursday, what's in the win-
dow, and more!  Enter to win cool weekly 
prizes each time you check out a book, 
with grand prize drawings at the end of 
the summer. New this year - reading pass-
ports!  Earn prizes for completing a page 
in your reading passport and then com-
plete all 10 pages for an even bigger 
prize!  The summer reading program is 
open to all community members ages 0-
17 and all programs are completely free. 
Follow us on our Facebook page for dates 
and times for each of the events all sum-
mer long.  Don't forget to check out our 
apps Libby and hoopla for our e-collection 
too! Questions? Give us a call! 218-463-
2825 We hope to see you soon! 

reation boards in cities of the first class 
were also eligible to apply. 

The City of Roseau applied for this grant 
and was awarded $51,900 in funds to aid 
in tree planting and canopy coverage over 
the next two years. The City is dedicated 
to planting trees within city limits based 
on a communitywide tree inventory and 
windshield survey. 

In 2024, 125 trees were planted in the 
Oak Crest Estates, Oak Crest West, Oak 
Crest South and Klema Neighborhood 
boulevards and in North Star Park and the 
Oak Crest Golf Course. In 2025, 230 addi-
tional trees are tentatively planned to be 
planted in the boulevards along Center 
Street, the Roseau Industrial Park, and 
along various boulevards in other neigh-
borhoods where boulevard trees have 
been lost to disease and storm damage.  
New trees will also be planted around the 
City Center and downtown parks, the City 
Park and various other public spaces. 

The Roseau Releaf Project emphasized 
using tree species that are less represent-

ed in our tree canopy including: red ma-
ple, sugar maple, dutch-elm disease re-
sistant elm, linden (basswood), willow, 
buckeye, white pine and tamarack. The 
city is also planting many new bur oak 
trees to replace our aging canopy being 
lost to storm damages and disease. 

New Boulevard Tree 
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Roseau’s city engineers are finalizing 
plans for a new pedestrian river crossing 
at the Roseau River dam site. After con-
siderable planning, the city’s engineer 
recommended the City consider purchas-
ing a small home on the northwest side 
of the project site to allow for a better 
alignment and shortening of the length of 
the proposed bridge, saving cost and im-
proving the overall aesthetics of the 
bridge. The city is currently in negotia-
tions with the property owner to acquire 
the parcel. By acquiring this parcel the 

Roseau River Pedestrian Bridge  

Above: Poured Slab Concrete Bridge 

Left: Prefabricated Steel Truss Bridge 

proposed pedestrian bridge can run per-
pendicular to the river and be shortened 
by approximately 10%, both of which 
would allow for easier construction and 
more design options. The city is currently 
evaluating the benefits of two different 
bridged design types including a prefabri-
cated steel truss bridge and a poured con-
crete slab bridge on piers. Both have ad-
vantages and disadvantages and the city 
is evaluating which option will be the 
most cost effective and suitable design. 
The city has received $1.8 million in grant 
funding to complete the project in 2025. 

Memorial Arena Historic Designation 

The city of Roseau was recently notified 
by the Minnesota State Historic Preserva-
tion Office (SHPO) that its nomination of 
Roseau’s Memorial Arena for the Nation-
al Register of Historic Places has been 
reviewed; and it is the opinion of the 
SHPO that Memorial Arena has been ade-
quately documented and the property 
appears to meet the National Register 
criterion. The nomination is scheduled for 
consideration for nomination to the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places at the 
August 6, 2024 Minnesota State Historic 
Preservation Review Board meeting. If 
approved by SHPO in August, the nomina-
tion is sent to the U.S. National Park Ser-
vice where they post a notice in the Fed-
eral Register and allow one month for 
comments before listing on the National 
Register. The listing could become official 

as early as October of 2024. Memorial 
Arena would become only the second 
community hockey arena in the nation to 
be listed on the National Register of His-
toric Places. The other is in Clinton, NY.  

National Register listing provides a num-
ber of benefits for the community includ-
ing increased publicity and awareness of 
Memorial Arena and Roseau’s contribu-
tions to the history of hockey in Minneso-

ta and the United States. Furthermore, 
National Register listing opens new ave-
nues for financial support. There are both 
Federal and State Historic Preservation 
Grants that would become available with 
historic designation to maintain the integ-
rity of the facility as well as restoring and 
displaying the hockey history of the Ros-
eau community.  

The city has already been awarded one 
historic preservation grant as a result of 
its work on the National Register nomina-
tion. In May, the city was notified by 
SHPO that it was awarded $250,000 from 
the State Capital County and Local Preser-
vation Program to replace the existing 
roof on Memorial Arena with a new insu-
lated roof. The existing roofing on Memo-
rial Arena has been experiencing a series 
of leaks over the last 5+ years that are 
getting progressively worse and threaten-
ing the wooden rafter structure. The city 
is in the process of designing an insulated 
roof to replace the failing uninsulated 
roof. The goal of the project is to improve 
the energy efficiency of the arena by add-
ing insulation to the structure’s roof while 
also addressing the current water leakage.  

The new roof would consist of a 6” rigid 
foam insulation covered with a fully ad-
hered 60 mil EPDM (rubber) roofing, fin-
ished with a gray silicone roof coating. 
The appearance of the proposed new roof 
would more closely replicate the original 
roofing that the arena utilized when it was 
constructed. The cost of the new insulat-
ed roof is estimated to be $920,000. Final 
project timing and funding is still to be 
determined.  

The city recently completed a lighting pro-
ject in Memorial Arena to replace the ex-
isting lighting with new energy efficient 
LED lighting in both the warming house 
and the main arena. The new arena 
lighting was chosen to better replicate the 
original lighting of Memorial Arena, re-
placing the large rectangular fluorescent 
fixtures with smaller circular fixtures that 
emulate the arena’s original circular fix-
tures and lamps. The new LED lighting is 
also considerably brighter than the fluo-
rescent fixtures that were removed, im-
proving the experience for fans and play-
ers for Memorial’s 75th season.     
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Free Concerts Every         
Thursday Night @ 6:30 pm 

Through the Summer at the 
Riverview Park Gazebo! 

June 13th: Too Old to Stand 

Jun 20th: Divas Gone Country 

June 27th: Sloughgrass 

July 11: The Acoust Hicks 

July 18th: Local Talent Show 

Aug 1st: Rick Adams 

Aug 8th: Aaron Michael Weil 

Aug 15th: Tomas Kubinek 
Miracle man 

Exciting Summer Activities at the          
Roseau County Museum! 

 

The Roseau County Museum is gearing up for a fun-
filled summer with a variety of activities for all ages. 
Here’s what you can look forward to: 

• Summer Explorers Kids' Crafting Classes: Every 
Tuesday in June at 10:30 AM at the Roseau City Center. 
Perfect for sparking creativity in your little ones. 

• Adopt a Pig(gy Bank) Fundraiser: Throughout July, 

stop by the museum to adopt a piggy bank and support 
our summer fundraiser. 

• Plein-Air Watercolor Classes: In August, Debbie 

Aune will be back with her popular plein-air watercolor 
classes. Stay tuned for more details! 

Plus, our scavenger hunts for kids are available anytime 
for an extra dose of adventure. 

Remember, admission to the museum is free! For the 
latest updates, follow us on Facebook. For more infor-
mation, contact us at 218-463-1918 or                          
rchsroseau@gmail.com. 

Don't miss out on all the fun this summer at the Roseau 
County Museum 

ART IN THE PARK 
Come and enjoy FREE kid friendly          
activities from 10am—12pm, Mondays 
in June and July at the Roseau City Park 
mini stage area 

June 10—Beaded Wind Chime 

June 17—Build a Bird House 

June 24—Butterfly Life Cycle 

July 15—Bubble Party 

July 22—Rock Photo Holder 

July 29—Bug Habitats 

 

Special Session on June 26 

Special Patriotic Themed Session        
for people of all ages with disabilities 

mailto:rchsroseau@gmail.com

