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REGULAR ROSEAU CITY COUNCIL MEETING                                   

MONDAY – October 6, 2025, at 5:00 P.M. 

In person 

121 Center Street East Suite 201 

Roseau, MN   56751 

  

The Regular monthly meeting of the Roseau City Council was held on the above date, time, and 

place.  Members present were: Acting Mayor Pat Novacek, Councilmembers: Amy 

Bassingthwaite, Brady Johnson, and Oliver Ullman. Absent: Mayor Dan Fabian.  Others present 

were Community Development Coordinator Todd Peterson, City Superintendent Gary Przekwas, 

Fire Chief Leon Huot, Police Chief Marc Hodge, Liquor Store Manager Niki Johnson, Clerk-

Treasurer Beth Carlson, and City Attorney Michelle Moren.   

 

Acting Mayor Pat Novacek called the meeting to order, and the Pledge of Allegiance was said.  

 

Councilmember Amy Bassingthwaite motioned, Councilmember Brady Johnson seconded, and it 

was carried by unanimous vote to approve the September 8, 2025, regular meeting minutes as 

written. 

 

Councilmember Amy Bassingthwaite motioned, Councilmember Oliver Ullman seconded, and it 

was carried by unanimous vote to approve the following consent agenda. 

1. Presentation of Accounts Payable claims September 1, 2025, through September 30, 

2025, Batch AP093025. 

CK# 78756-78763=$6,099.81 

2. Presentation of daily checks September 1, 2025, through September 30, 2025 

E# 4632-4678 = $ 439,140.03 

CK# 78601-78755 = $ 814,586.97 

PR 09/15/25 = $ 55,511.47 

PR 09/30/25 = $ 60,995.33 

Void check #77242 

3.   Presentation of Receipt entries August 1, 2025, through August 31, 2025.  

4.   Presentation of Journal entries JE073125. 

5.  Audit Committee review of July 2025 General Ledger checks written compared with 

images on the bank statement. 

6.  Notices and Communications –  

Upcoming scheduled meetings:  

a. October 20, 2025, budget meeting 4 p.m. – 8 p.m. 

b. November 3, 2025, Regular council meeting at 5:00 p.m. 

c. December 1, 2025, Regular council meeting at 5:00 p.m. and Truth in 

Taxation Public Hearing 6:00 p.m. 

7.    Approve the use of alcohol in the Community Center- none 

8.    Investment–Roseau EDA Hi Fi as of 10/01/2025 is $97,265.53.     

9.    Cash in bank-Regular checking as of 10/01/2025 is $1,314,666.46.     

10.  Investment-Regular Hi Fi as of 10/01/2025 is $1,587,277.99.   

11.  Investment Certificate of Deposit as of 10/01/2025 is $906,988.49.      

    12.  Investment Certificate of Deposit as of 10/01/2025 is $903,626.07.  

     13.  Investment Certificate of Deposit as of 10/01/2025 is $906,855.71. 
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    14.  Investment Certificate of Deposit as of 10/01/2025 is $885,202.03. 

     15.  Investment-Roseau EDA Money Market as of 10/01/2025 is $330,569.65. 

     16.  Cash in bank-Roseau EDA as of 10/01/2025 is $25.29. 

17.     RESOLUTION NO. #40-25 

 

A RESOLUTION TO DESIGNATE THE POLLING PLACE FOR 2026 

 

WHEREAS, THE CITY COUNCIL OF ROSEAU, MINNESOTA, pursuant to Minnesota 

Statute §204B.16 POLLING PLACES; DESIGNATION, is required by December 31st of each 

year to designate by ordinance or resolution a polling place for each election precinct. The 

polling places designated in the ordinance or resolution are the polling places for the 

following calendar year unless a change is made. 
 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

ROSEAU, MINNESOTA AS FOLLOWS: 

 

The City of Roseau designates the Roseau City Center at 121 Center Street East, Roseau as the 

polling place for the 2026 Elections. 

 

 

Passed by the City Council of Roseau, Minnesota this 6th day of October 2025 

 

___________________ 

Mayor  

 

Attested: 

 

____________________ 

Clerk-Treasurer 
 

18.                                      R #39-25 RESOLUTION 

  

WHERE AS, in accordance with the Minnesota Statutes § 345.31-345.60 (Minnesota 

Uniform Disposition of Unclaimed Property Act) requirement that cities must remit unclaimed 

property to the State of Minnesota. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Roseau City Clerk-Treasurer Elizabeth 

Carlson be and is hereby authorized to remit six (6) unclaimed warrants to the State of Minnesota 

Department of Commerce Unclaimed Property Division totaling $1058.66. 

   

Approved this 6th day of October 2025 

      

 

 _________________ 

           Pat Novacek, Acting Mayor 
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ATTEST:  

      

         ____________________ 

         Elizabeth Carlson, City Clerk-Treasurer 

 
19. Approve 2026 (December 1, 2025 – November 30, 2026) Liquor Licenses contingent on 
all paperwork is obtained by the Clerk’s Office. 

• American Legion Club – ONSS 

• Brickhouse Bar & Grill – ONSS 

• Gene’s Bar & Grill – ONSS 

• Oak Crest Golf Club – ONSS 

• Sparetime Bowl (Legends) – ONSS 

• The Pour House Bar & Grill – ONSS 

• Dahlia’s Coffee Co. – ONSS 

20. Approve 2026 (January 1, 2026 – December 31, 2026) 3.2 Beer licenses contingent 
upon all paperwork is obtained by the Clerk’s Office. 

• Holiday Stationstore – Off sale 

• Super One Foods (Minor’s) – Off sale. 

21. Hangar #10 Lease – Ed Dunham – remainder of 2025  
22. Morales 3 LLC (Cinco de Mayo Restaurant) – ONSS (Oct-Nov 30, 2025) and (Dec. 1, 
2025 – November 30, 2026) Liquor Licenses contingent on all paperwork is obtained by the 
Clerk’s Office. 
23. Republican Party Fundraiser raffle October 24, 2025 – contingent upon paperwork 
obtained by the clerk’s office. 

24.     RESOLUTION NO. 41-25 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATION 

WHEREAS, the following have presented to the City of Roseau, donations, and have designated 

that these donations be deposited for the Roseau Fire Department. 

General Public $20.00 

Roseau Liquor Store $139.00 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council is appreciative of the donations and commends them for their 

civic efforts, 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE City Council of the City of Roseau, 

Minnesota; 

1. That the donations are accepted and acknowledged with gratitude, and 

2. That the donations will be allocated to the Roseau Fire Department. 

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Roseau, Minnesota this 6th day of October 2025. 

 

By: _________________________________ 

Acting Mayor 
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Attest: ______________________________ 

Clerk/Treasurer 

 
25. September 2025 City Revenues & Expenditures 

  
Delegations/Petitions/Complaint - none 

 

 
Committee Reports 
 
Planning Commission – No meeting. 

 
Roseau County Commissioner 

Roseau County Commissioner Jack Swanson was absent but provided the following 

commissioners report. 

 

The Roseau County Board, in late September, approved a preliminary levy and budget, as 

required by the State of Minnesota. The projected 2026 budget will be in the 35 million dollar 

range, and the levy would be at about 11 million, with a preliminary 12% levy increase.  

 

With that levy increase, the projected budget deficit for 2026 would be about $1.2 million. To 

achieve a balanced budget, we would need to increase the levy by nearly 23%. In real dollars, a 

12% levy increase generates a bit more than $1.2 million, or enough to build about 3 miles of 

gravel road. 

 

Much of the levy increase is directly related to health insurance cost increases and anticipated 

county employee salary adjustments. The preliminary levy and budget for next year do not 

reflect expected cost shifts from the state and federal governments, especially related to human 

services. 

 

That is important, as county taxpayers cover less than one-third of the county’s expenditures, 

with the state and federal governments picking up most of the remainder. 

 
Operations Committee – No meeting. 
  
Oakcrest Golf Course 

No new business.  
  
Airport Committee 

CDC Peterson informed the council that the airport committee did not meet, but provided the 

following: 

Resolution 38-25 and Agreement # 1061207 – Front End Loader (Airport snow removal) 

In April the Roseau Municipal Airport took possession of a John Deere Front End Loader with 

integrated plow and wing. The front-end loader was acquired along with an associated Snow 

Blower that were both originally purchased under Federal Grant 3-27-0085-17-24. However, 

only the Snow Blower was reimbursed under that grant which was revised and closed out and a 
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new Federal Grant was issued for the purchase of the front-end loader 3-27-0085-018-2025. 

Resolution 38-25 and Agreement #1061207 is for the state portion of the snow blower in the 

amount of $7,820.24. 

 

Councilmember Brady Johnson motioned, Councilmember Oliver Ullman seconded, and it was 

carried by unanimous vote to approve Resolution 38-25 and Agreement #1061207 for the state 

portion of the snow blower in the amount of $7,820.24. 

 

CDC Peterson informed the council that; FAA and MnDOT have been working on the 

navigation aids at the airport, the old VOR building has been removed and replaced with a new 

building, the AWAS system was also replaced. 

 

 EDA – No meeting. 
  
Department Reports 
 
Liquor Store 

Liquor Store Manager Niki Johnson informed the council of the following: 

• The Roseau Liquor Store Monthly Sales Report. Manager Johnson expects sales to 

increase now that Highway 11 is reopened so the liquor store is fully assessable to traffic. 

• Manager Johnson informed the council that THC products are at a 50% profit margin. 

• The annual fire department fundraiser has concluded. 

• The annual Food Shelf fundraiser is underway and will conclude December 1.  

• Manager Johnson attended the Regional MMBA meeting. Some topics discussed were 

converting THC registrations to THC licenses, alcohol sales are down for everyone but 

there is an uptick in non-alcoholic beverage sales, and marketing using websites rather 

than print.  

• The Wine Event was very successful with nearly 6 cases sold online. 
 

Fire Department   

Fire Chief Leon Huot informed the council of the following: 

• Chief Huot thanked Manager Johnson for the fundraiser. 

• The Fire Departments annual BBQ was very successful with approximately 960 adult 

meals served. The BBQ brought in around $40,000 of that around $33,000 is the 

expected net. 

• The Fire Department is receiving grant money from Operation Roundup for thermal 

imagers, and grant money from LifeCare for first aid kits for the trucks. 

• There are 3 houses waiting for asbestos review before being scheduled for live burn. 1 is 

inside the city limits.  
                                                                                                        
Police Department  

Police Chief Marc Hodge informed the council of the following: 

• The Police Department is nearing the end of its BCA audit with just the records 

management system left to be audited, which is through the county. 

• The Police Department may be down another officer as an officer may be going to the 

state patrol. 
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• Chief Hodge referred to the following email from Amber Hass of North Country 

Insurance to CDC Peterson concerning security for event serving alcohol in the city 

center rooms. 

  

“The City is not technically required to have a security officer on premise when renting 

out their facilities, or when alcohol is served. It is good practice, but there are other 

safeguards that should always be required, whether there is alcohol served or not, is to 

have the City be named as an additional insured on the liquor liability policy and that the 

group renting the facility also name the City as an additional insured on their policy. A 

COI should not be accepted that does not have this. 

 

The underlying limits of coverage should be at a reasonable limit. It is not uncommon to 

carry $500,000 limits of liability today. A member could also increase their policy limits 

for a limited number of days, during the rental period, from set-up to tear down. 

If the member does not have the ability to endorse the City on to their current policy or 

does not have a current policy, they can purchase event coverage through GatherGuard 

for an affordable price. 

 

Making the additional insured endorsement a requirement will help relieve some risk to 

the City.” 

 

The council discussed increasing the city center rental rates for the events serving 

alcohol.  

 

Police Chief Hodge informed the council that without the part time officers it is hard to 

find full time officers to cover events as the officers already have limited weekends off. 

The officer that is on duty for the city can stop by during the event to make a presence. 

 

City Attorney Moren will also look into the league model for events on city property. 

 
Superintendent 

City Superintendent Gary Przekwas informed the council on the following: 

• The City crew has been busy with fall maintenance. 29 loads of gravel have been placed 

in alleys. There has been work done on the parks, arena, and trails. 

• The arena roofing project is not going as fast planned, but there seems to be some 

progress now. There was some damage in the building and to the emblem which the 

general contractor said they would pay for.  

• There was a 3 hour power outage today for parts of 3rd Ave NE and Main Ave while a 

junction box was moved.  

• Gilbertson field and campsites are shut down and more of the parks will be shut down 

this week. Everything is pulled out of the river as well. 

• Superintendent Przekwas presented to the council the following proposed letter to 

landlords and managers instructing them to make sure tenants have adequate parking for 

the winter in parking lots and to not use the streets to park when snowplowing is needed.  

If the tenants park on the streets during snow removal, administrative tickets would go to 
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the landlord not to the tenant if no parking is available for them. If the ticket is not paid it 

will go on the property taxes. 

Superintendent Przekwas also presented to the council a proposed schedule of 

administrative offenses and penalties.  

 

City Attorney Moren stated that a change to the ordinance will require a resolution and the 

schedule of administrative offenses and penalties could be added to that resolution.  

Chief Hodge voiced concerns as only the police officers are allowed to run plates and the ticket 

writing process is more than writing a ticket. Pictures are taken of the offense, plates are run, 

tickets are written, and recorded, fees are collected. The proposed administrative fees for snow 

removal are also a different amount than the fees the police department charges for snow tickets 

and they should be the same.  

City Attorney Moren stated that the garbage ordinance needs to be updated as well. 

 

After a lengthy discussion, it was council consensus to have City Attorney Moren, City 

Superintendent Przekwas, and Police Chief Hodge meet to review the state laws on these matters 

and discuss a more uniform process between the utility administrative ticketing and the police 

department. The council will review this again at the November meeting. 

 
City Attorney 

City Attorney Michelle Moren informed the council on the following: 

• Discussion on proposed golf cart ordinance 

There was a lengthy discussion on age and licensing of golf cart drivers, rules, routes for 

golf carts in the city, and ticketing violations. 

 

City Attorney Moren will draft a proposed ordinance with the starting age of 16 for 

golfcart drivers for further discussion at the November meeting. 

 

• Paid Family Leave Act. 

City Attorney Moren provided to the council the Minnesota Paid Family and MEdical 

Leave compliance poster, a template from the League of Minnesota Cities for the new 

Paid Leave Act, and a Preparing Employers for Paid Leave booklet. 

CDC Peterson informed the council he had talked with Mike Reishus from North Risk 

Partners about private insurance versus insurance through the state. The new law allows a 

substitution of an equivalent plan which the State must approve and which must provide 

benefits that are as good as or better than those provided by the State. Mr. Reishus did not 

recommend a private policy (equivalent plan), the savings are likely insignificant, and the 

city is still obligated to do all of the reporting.  

City Attorney Moren stated that the City is required to pay a minimum of 50% of the 

.88% premium rate, the council must approve the plan administrators, and decide if they 

are using the state insurance of private insurance. 

 

There was further discussion that the City can require that leave taken under the Paid 

Family and Medical Leave Act run concurrently with leave taken for the same purpose 

under FMLA. There was also discussion about updating the Personnel Policy to reflect 

the Paid Family and Medical Leave Act provisions. 



 8 

Notice to employees about the Paid Family and Medical Leave Act must be provided no 

later than December 1, 2025 

 

After discussion, Councilmember Brady Johnson motioned, Councilmember Amy 

Bassingthwaite seconded, and it was carried by unanimous vote to approved using the 

state for the Paid Leave Insurance, pay 50% of the premium and approve Todd Peterson, 

Angie Vonasek, and Beth Carlson as plan administrators. 

 

    
Community Development Coordinator  

CDC Peterson provided the following On-Going City Project Status Report. 

ON-GOING CITY PROJECT STATUS REPORT – 10/6/2025 

CITY TREE PLANTING PROJECT (2024 & 2025 PROJECT) 

• The city was awarded $51,900 to plant approximately 390 trees across the city in 2024 and 2025  

• The city crew has completed planting all the trees (watering efforts will continue through 

summer) 

• Finalizing paperwork to DNR for project closeout and payment. 

 

CDC Peterson informed the council that the DNR is requesting all tree locations be sent to them 

in GIS format, which the city does not have.  

 

WEST SIDE STORM SEWER (2025 CONSTRUCTION) – PROJECT COST $4.11 MILLION 

• Project Bid Awarded to Spruce Valley Corporation for $3.28 million. 

• Project substantially complete and has been completed within budget. 

• Spruce Valley is completing final landscaping and punch-list items. 

CDC Peterson informed the council that the Minnkota line relocation cost was higher than 

expected but the project overall was still within budget. 

 
ROSEAU RIVER PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE (2024 CONSTRUCTION) – ESTIMATED PROJECT COST $1.8 
MILLION 

• Four grants have been obtained to fund the project construction ($1.1 million MnDOT 

Transportation Enhancement Grant, $250,000 DNR-Trails Grant, MnDOT $253,000 Carbon 

Reduction Program Grant, and $275,000 MnDOT Alternate Transportation Program Grant.   

• The Council awarded the base bid contract to Northland Constructors of Duluth in the amount 

of $1,622,000.   

• R&Q has removed the Naslund home in preparation for bridge construction. 

• Bridge construction is underway. Contractor anticipates having the bridge piers installed by the 

end of November. Bridge delivery is anticipated around March. 
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• The NW Area Transportation Partnership has announced a new Transportation Alternatives 

project solicitation. The city has an opportunity to seek Federal funds through the TA program to 

complete the alternate items that were deleted from the original project for additional trail 

segments and lighting. 

• COUNCIL ACTION: Authorize submitting a letter of intent to apply for funds for the pedestrian 

bridge components that were deleted from the current project for future TA funding.  

Councilmember Amy Bassingthwaite motioned, Councilmember Oliver Ullman seconded, 

and it was carried by unanimous vote to authorize submitting a letter of intent to apply for 

funds for the pedestrian bridge components that were deleted from the current project for 

future TA funding.   

Acting Mayor Novacek voiced concern about a portion of the dike that was removed to set 

the bridge piers.  

It was discussed that the dike should not be needed as the diversion ditch is completed but 

that the dike will be filled back in once the bridge piers are set.  

 
TEN01 APARTMENT PROJECT  

• The City sought a $4,059,601 State Workforce Housing Grant for the Ten01 project. 

• The final project design was a 47-unit project with studio, 1-bedroom and 2-bedroom units. The 

total cost of construction is $10,152,085.  

• Minnesota Housing did not select the Ten01 project for an award. 

• DW Jones, Norm Cole Architects and Miller Construction met in August to investigate options to 

reduce the number of apartment units in the Ten01 to 40 to be able to obtain additional scoring 

points from Minnesota Housing in the next round of grants. However, it is expected that no 

more than $500k might be available through this grant program.  

• The city has investigated the option of refinancing the Roseau Court Townhomes to provide 

additional equity into the Ten01 project. This could potentially bring an additional $1 million 

dollars to fill the funding gap.  

• Skip Duchesneau believes there may still be a gap of $2 million after all these avenues. He is 

suggesting the State Housing Tax Credit program as an alternative that has been used in other 

locations (TRF). D.W. Jones and city staff continue to investigate options to fill this gap.  

 
MN TH 11 RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT (2025 CONSTRUCTION)  

• Construction is complete on this project.  

• Replacement of trees along the TH11 corridor will be combined with the future TH89 project 

and a single tree planting project will be undertaken in 2028 by the city with reimbursement 

from the State. 

ROSEAU AIRPORT (2026) RUNWAY RECONSTRUCTION – ESTIMATED PROJECT COSTS $4 MILLION  



 10 

• The city authorized the award of a contract to KGM Contractors in the amount of $3,173,095.80 

to complete the reconstruction of Runway 16-34 and the parallel taxiway at the Roseau Airport 

pending the execution of a grant agreement with the State of Minnesota and FAA. 

• The cost share of the project would be 95% FAA, 2.5% State and 2.5% City.   

• Construction is planned for the summer of 2026 and the airport will need to be closed for a 

significant portion of the summer to complete. 

• The city has received a grant from the FAA and State for this project. 

CDC Peterson informed the council that more details will be provided after the construction 

meeting is held.  
 
MN TH 89 RECONSTRUCTION TO AN URBAN SECTION (2026 CONSTRUCTION) - ESTIMATED LOCAL 
COST $700,000  

• Houston Engineering and MnDOT District 2 continue to finalize the design of TH 89 as an urban 

highway from 7th Street SW to TH 11.  The reconstruction of the highway would involve the 

lowering of the roadway, installation of a curb and gutter highway with associated stormwater 

facilities to eliminate the existing deep ditches. Roundabouts will be constructed at the 6th 

Street SW and Center Street intersections.  Pedestrian facilities are planned for the east and 

west sides of the highway.   

• The City was awarded a Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP) grant that would fund 

$558,200 of the local cost share on the 6th Street Roundabout.  

• MnDOT provided the TH89 60% layout and good faith estimate to the City Council at the public 

hearing on October 7, 2024. The City Council provided Municipal Consent to the project by 

resolution. 

• MnDOT, Houston Engineering and the Roseau Utility Department have been reviewing all water 

and sewer lines that run under the new highway. MnDOT is requesting that the city 

relocate/replace any lines that would be under the new highway. It has been determined that 

two watermains under TH89 (6th Street SW & 3rd Street SW) conflict with proposed new storm 

sewer lines and will need to be relocated. It is estimated that the two relocations will cost 

approximately $150,000.   

• MnDOT/Houston completed the 90% design layout. The project is programmed for 2027 

construction with a current bid let date of August 26, 2026. The project no longer has a flex 

designation. 

• MnDOT has provided the City of Roseau and Roseau County with an Intent to Participate Project 

Cooperative Agreement Planning Memo that outlines ownerships, cost-shares, utilities, 

relocations and other maintenance related items on the TH89 project. 

• MnDOT project manager Ethan Anstine contacted the city regarding a policy change at MnDOT 

that would likely apply to the TH89 project. For 2027 projects MnDOT will be cost-sharing 

corridor lighting at 100%. The city council has approved a plan to include full corridor lighting. 
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CDC Peterson informed the council a meeting will be held on the MN TH 89 reconstruction in 

December and the bidding of the project will be next summer. 

CDC Peterson also provided to the council a MnDOT revised intent to participation where 

MnDOT would fund 100% of the installation costs for continuous corridor lighting systems, 

contingent upon the local agency assuming ownership and maintenance responsibilities. 
 
 MEMORIAL ARENA ROOF & ICE PLANT  

• The city has received a SHPO State Capital Grant-in-Aid award in the amount of $250,000 to 

replace and insulate Memorial’s roof. The grant award has been executed and has a fall of 2025 

deadline for completion. In addition to the grant funding, the city has been approved for 

$52,500 in hail damage to the existing roof that can be applied to a future roof replacement. 

• Completion of the roofing project is anticipated soon. 

• After evaluating various R-22 replacement options the City Council consensus is to proceed with 

a replacement plan that involves replacing the existing R-22 ice plant with a natural ammonia 

refrigerant system and has completed the first phase of that conversion with the installation of a 

new condenser unit. 

• CIMCO has contacted the city regarding Phase II of the compressor/chiller replacement. To meet 

a summer 2026 installation timeframe equipment would need to be ordered by September 

2025.  

• In the 2025 Capital Investment Bill the legislature appropriated $1,000,000 for the Mighty Ducks 

Grant program to assist communities replacing R-22 compressor systems. A new round of 

Mighty Ducks Grants has opened, and city staff applied for Memorial Arena. 

• The Minnesota Legislature lifted the moratorium on the establishment of local sales taxes for 

qualifying projects. The Memorial Arena ice plant replacement and renovations would be an 

eligible project for the establishment of a local sales tax.  

CDC Peterson provided to the council Resolution 43-25 for Mighty Ducks Grant Program. CDC 

Peterson stated that the MN AM SPORTS COMMISSION requested modification to paragraph 3 

clarifying that requires the applicant to provide any matching funds up to $250,000 from the 

city’s General Fund reserves and will not include other State funding sources.   

Councilmember Brady Johnson motioned, Councilmember Amy Bassingthwaite seconded, and it 

was carried by unanimous vote to approve Resolution 43-25 for Mighty Ducks Grant Program. 

CDC Peterson informed the council that CIMCO would like direction on phase 2 (the final 

phase) of the compressor/chiller replacement. The equipment would need to be ordered now for 

installation next summer. This phase would need to be completed all at once as it would be the 

conversion to ammonia. This step may cost approximately $1.3 million.  

Council discussed putting the project up for bids to see what the cost would be. CDC Peterson 

stated that it would cost to hire an engineer to put a bid package together. 
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CDC Peterson informed the council that the condenser was replaced this year. The compressor is 

oversized for our system so does not work hard and can be fixed, the big fear is the chiller going 

down, which cannot be repaired. The chiller is 23 years old with an expected life span of 20-25 

years. If the chiller went down a portable system could be rented but may be costly. 

No action taken. 

 
ROSEAU ATV PARK  

• The city is working with Karen Cladas (MnDNR) to complete an application to get the Roseau 

Diversion ATV Park and trails into the State Grant-In-Aid (GIA) program. 

• Karen Cladas has completed a GIA package and trail map of the Roseau Powersports Park and 

East Diversion Motorized Trails for the public review. The public review of the trails has been 

completed, and the GIA application has been sent to St. Paul for approval and a contract. This is 

expected to take approximately 2 months to complete. 

CDC Peterson presented to the council Resolution 42-25 Lead agency sponsorship of Roseau 

powersports terrain park and east diversion off-road trails for inclusion in state grant-in-aid 

program which needed to be updated. 

After discussion, Councilmember Oliver Ullman motioned, Councilmember Amy 

Bassingthwaite seconded, and it was carried by unanimous vote to approve Resolution 42-25 

Lead agency sponsorship of Roseau powersports terrain park and east diversion off-road trails 

for inclusion in the State Grant-in-Aid program. 

ROSEAU WELLNESS CENTER 

• JLG Architects has completed a feasibility study for a proposed 27,000 SF Wellness Center ($15.1 

million) for the Roseau Community. The study was funded with a $40,000 grant from the 

Blandin Foundation. 

• The committee has consulted with staff from YMCA’s and other recreation centers on design 

best practices, facility operation and financial planning.  

• The City of Roseau submitted a $8.3 million capital grant to the Minnesota Legislature for 

consideration in 2026.   

• A local sales tax was identified as a potential option for matching funds to State and Federal 

funding.  In 2025 the State Legislature lifted the moratorium on local sales taxes. No changes 

were made to the local sales tax establishment process.  

• The Wellness Center Fundraising Committee has initiated conversations with potential local 

donors. An invitational dinner meeting has been scheduled for October 29th to present this 

project to prospective donors. The committee has secured $1.255 million in pledges to date. The 

committee has a goal of raising $8.3 million in private contributions with the remainder of the 

funding coming from grants and/or local sales tax. 

• The steering committee and JLG Architects put together an advertising campaign to increase 

public awareness of the project and opportunities to participate. The campaign will include 
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displays that can be placed across the community and additional information on the city website 

highlighting the project as well as targeted meetings with potential donors to the project.  

CDC Peterson informed the council that there will be a fundraiser for the Wellness Center on 

October 29, at Gene’s Bar & Grill.  

 
ROSEAU RIVER WATER TRAIL – GREATER MINNESOTA REGIONAL PARKS AND TRAIL DESIGNATION 

• The Roseau River Water Trail was approved for inclusion as a Greater Minnesota Regional Parks 

and Trails project.  

• The improvements identified in the Roseau River Water Trail Master Plan are now eligible for 

future Legacy Funding from the State of Minnesota. The next round of grant applications will be 

in the summer of 2025 for funding in FY27. Legacy Grants can fund up to 100% of project costs, 

however, projects with no local match are scored lower than those with some type of local 

match. The City applied for just over $1 million to make improvements at City Park and the 

Roseau Dam locations. The city would have a $250,000 cost-share on the projects. 

• Representatives from the GMRPTC were in Roseau on August 28th to tour the sites in our 

funding application. Announcements on funding awards are expected in November. 

• In conversations with the MNDNR regarding improvements at the Roseau Dam Site it was 

discussed that a shoreline fishing program might be able fund one or both river access 

platforms. After review, the MNDNR was most interested in the west side fishing platform and 

has entered into an MOU with the City to pay for the installation of the platform in an amount 

not to exceed $84,000. The City would be responsible for engineering and on-going 

maintenance of the platform. 

11th AVENUE NE  

• City staff has been doing maintenance to keep the road in as good condition as possible given 

the poor base. 

• City staff have talked with representatives from the NWRDC about funding options for this 

project. It was suggested that the city may want to seek funding through two possible options 

including: PROTECT program and LRIP.  

• It is anticipated that a new PROTECT solicitation will open on October 7th.  

• COUNCIL ACTION: Authorize the submission of a PROTECT grant application for an 11th Avenue 

NE road reconstruction project. 

Councilmember Oliver Ullman motioned, Councilmember Brady Johnson seconded, and it was 

carried by unanimous vote to authorize the submission of a PROTECT grant application for an 

11th Avenue NE road reconstruction project. 

 

CDC Peterson stated that this reconstruction project would start at Highway 11.  

 
ROSEAU ELECTRIC LINE UPGRADE GRANT 
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• The city and the Roseau Electric Cooperative submitted a grant application to the Minnesota 

Department of Commerce Grid Resiliency Program seeking $250,000 to place a portion of the 

city’s overhead electrical lines underground. The city would use grant funds to purchase cables, 

transformers, and other equipment and use its annual capital budget and contractual hours with 

REC to undertake the labor to install the lines. 

• The project area is east of the Roseau River between TH 11 and the railroad. These overhead 

lines represent some of the oldest electric infrastructure in the city.  

• The Roseau Electric Cooperative has been working on the undergrounding project in the alley 

between Center Street E and 2nd Street SE (between 6th Avenue SE and 10th Avenue SE). This is 

phase one of three phases that will be completed over the next 3 years. 

CDC Peterson stated that Roseau Electric hopes to finish the line upgrade this fall. 

 
NORTH STAR NEIGHBORS COMMUNITY LAND TRUST PROJECT 

• The city of Roseau entered into a purchase agreement with North Star Neighbors CLT for four (4) 

lots in the Oak Crest Estates subdivision for the development of four (4) CLT homes. 

• NSN CLT was awarded grant funding from Minnesota Housing to construct and subsidize four (4) 

new homes. 

• NSN CLT is working with Rod Wulff Construction to construct the CLT homes. The homes will be 

3-bedroom, 2-bathroom slab on grade homes like speculative homes Rod Wulff has been 

constructing in the same neighborhood. The timing of completion of the homes will be 

dependent on market conditions.  

• CLT homes will be available to qualified purchasers who have a total family income at or under 

$90,500. Income requirements are dictated by MN Housing funding guidelines. 

• Rod Wulff has begun construction on the first three CLT homes in the Oak Crest Estates 

Subdivision. 

• NSN CLT has received at least one application for purchase of one of the homes and has had a 

couple of other parties’ express interest in completing an application. 

 
HIGHWAY 11 FRONTAGE ROAD EXTENSION 

• City officials met with representatives from Titan Machinery about access to their new facility 

from TH11.  

• The existing frontage road ends in front of Ace Hardware and Titan representatives requested 

information on options for better access to their site. 

• City officials have investigated the ownership of the right of way in front of Titan Machinery and 

the former Eagles Building. It was determined that a 50’ public right of way is owned by the city 

across these parcels for a future frontage road. 
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• City officials have contacted MnDOT about options for funding a new frontage road through the 

Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP). This project would be eligible for these funds if they 

become available. There are currently no solicitation at this time though new LRIP money was 

appropriated in the 2025 State Capital Investment bill.  

• The city has requested the city engineer to develop a preliminary cost estimate for such a 

project if LRIP funds become available. The estimated cost to construct the remainder of the 

frontage road would be approximately $755,000. 

DNR TRAILS EQUIPMENT GRANT 

• The city applied to the Mn DNR Trails Grant program for a grant totaling $10,989 for the 

purchase of some equipment (brush mowers & ATV box blade and grader) to maintain the ATV 

and mountain bike trails in Roseau.  

• The city was notified that its application has been approved. 

• Staff have completed all the environmental reviews and is awaiting a contract which is expected 

in October.  

 

CDC Peterson informed the council that only two lots remain for sale in the Industrial Park. The 

Industrial expansion would be the 40 to 80 acres to the south. 

 

CDC Peterson provided the council with a Roseau Industrial Park Opinion of Probable Cost. The 

summary is as follows: 

Construction (Base Bid): $4,735,818.00 

Contingency (20%) $947,163.60 

Total Cost = $5,682,981.60  

 

The expansion of the Industrial Park may cost around $6 million. This does not include the land. 
 
Mayor and Council  
 

CDC Peterson informed the council that in CDC Peterson’s absence the FAA required a grant 

application to be in by October 1. The engineers updated the master plan and Mayor Fabian 

signed and submitted it to the FAA. 
 

 

Unfinished Business 

 

There being no further business Councilmember Brady Johnson motioned to adjourn the City 

Council regular meeting, seconded by Councilmember Amy Bassingthwaite and it was carried 

by unanimous vote. 

 

 

ATTEST: 
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_________________________                   _________________________________ 

Elizabeth Carlson Clerk-Treasurer  Mayor Dan Fabian 

 

 

 


