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INDOOR
CHRISTMAS TREE
WALK

The Indoor Tree Walk is
on display at the muse-
um until Dec. 23, stop
by to see the fourteen
creatively decorated
trees by county groups.
Visitors can vote mone-
tarily for your favorites.
The top 3 trees with the
most donations win a
cash prize with the
remaining proceeds
going to support the
Roseau County Museum

Admission to the
museum is always
free. Weekday Hours:
Monday - Friday, 9:30 -
5:00 pm; Special
Hours: Saturday, Dec.
18, 11-4 pm; Closed
Dec. 23 - Jan. 3, 2022

Progress on The Eleven01
Apartment Project

Construction on the Eleven01
Apartments is on schedule, with
the entire building set to be
enclosed by Christmas. Once
fully enclosed, work can begin
in earnest on the interior of the
structure. Apartment occupan-
cy is projected for summer of
2022. Those interested in leas-
ing a unit can place your reser-
vation today by contacting D.W.
Jones Management at 218-547-
3307.

The Eleven01 will include 37
apartment units from studios to
3 bedrooms, an office, commu-
nity room with kitchen, patio

with gas grills, and social area
that the residents can reserve
for family and group functions
at no charge. There will be a
playground area for the chil-
dren of The Eleven0O1.

Included in the rent are cold
and hot water, sewer, gar-
bage, and heat. There are
fifty-four (54) surface parking
spaces available to residents at
no charge. The Eleven01 will
offer twenty (20) attached
heated garage stalls for an
additional cost of $60 per
month. Reserve a unit today!

School House Construction

Hometown
Update

The City of Roseau and the Ros-
eau School District are again
working cooperatively to con-
struct a new house in the City of
Roseau. The project provides
real-world experience for stu-
dents of the construction trades
class headed by instructor

Shane Larsen, while also
providing desperately needed
housing for the community.
This win-win project is the
third such project of what the
city hopes to be many more in
the future. The construction
process is being financed by
the City of Roseau and being
overseen by licensed contrac-
tor Markstrom Construction.
The house will be offered for
sale to the public. Anyone
interested in purchasing the
home should contact Todd
Peterson, Community Develop-
ment Coordinator at 218-463-
5003. The new home is locat-
ed at 909 Main Avenue South.

Dangerous Dogs

Both the City of Roseau and
the State of Minnesota have
regulations  regarding the
keeping of “Dangerous Dogs.”
These laws classify dogs as
dangerous or potentially dan-
gerous based on a dog’s ac-
tions, not breed. A dangerous
dog is one that has aggressive-
ly bitten, attacked or endan-
gered the safety of humans or
domestic animals after the
owner has notice that the dog
has been found to be poten-
tially dangerous. A potentially
dangerous dog is one that has
bitten a human or domestic
animal or when unprovoked
has chased or approached a
person upon the street side-
walk or public property with an
apparent attitude of attack.

Any dog deemed to be a dan-
gerous dog must be strictly
confined in accordance with
city code or destroyed.

It is an unfortunate event for
someone’s pet to be deemed a
dangerous dog; however, the
community has witnessed 3
dogs in the past year being
designated as dangerous dogs.
Thus, the City urges all dog
owners, and potential owners,
to be mindful of their pets and
to choose breeds that are ap-
propriate for their homes and
lifestyles so that their dogs
receive the appropriate
amount of attention and exer-
cise to keep them from becom-
ing agitated and aggressive.

In addition, all dog owners
must respect leash laws and
take care to confine their pets
to keep them from running at
large. Your dog may be very
friendly and gentle around
your family and home, but
could become aggressive to-
wards others for any number
of reasons. e




Highway 89
Redesign

Your Municipal
Electric Utility

City Update

In November MnDOT held a kick-off
meeting for the Minnesota Highway 89
redesign project. The kick-off meeting
involved the consulting engineering
firms of WSB and Houston Engineering
and MnDOT staff to outline the plan-
ning procedure and deliverables for the
highway redesign project. The consult-
ant team presented its overall plan and
timeline for site investigations and de-
sign of the new highway through Ros-
eau. One of the first steps in this pro-
cess will be to establish a local stake-
holder team that will work with MnDOT
and the consulting engineers through-
out project planning to address local
concerns with the highway design and
garner input on local community’s goals
and desires for the final product.

The preliminary design of the highway
involves the reconstruction of the rural
highway into a city street style highway
with curb and gutter and stormwater
facilities to replace the existing ditches.
Additionally, discussions on the recon-
struction will address other traffic flow,
safety and aesthetic issues. It is antici-
pated that the new design will incorpo-
rate two roundabouts, one at Center
Street, and another at 6th Street SW.
New sidewalks and street lighting will
also be incorporated into the design.

Anyone with an interest in participating
in these discussions should watch for
upcoming public input meetings.

The City of Roseau is the owner and oper-
ator of the electric distribution system
within the Roseau city limits. The City has
been in the electric business since the
very early 1900’s when the first electrical
generator was constructed in the city.
Later, as the city outgrew its local genera-
tion capacity the city contracted with the
Roseau Electric Cooperative to purchase
additional power capacity for delivery to
city customers. In 1976, the city joined
together with 11 other municipal electric
systems in Northwest Minnesota and
Northeast North Dakota to form the
Northern Municipal Power Agency to
seek a stable and affordable power sup-
ply for its members. In 1981 NMPA pur-
chased a 30% interest in the Coyote Sta-
tion power plant in Beulah, North Dakota,
along with a transmission system to deliv-
er that power to member communities.

As part of this purchase, NMPA entered
into a joint power generation agreement
with MinnKota Power Systems, forming
what is commonly called the “Joint Sys-
tem.” The Joint System utilizes a variety
of power generation sources to meet the
electric needs of the NMPA communities
and electric cooperatives of Northwest
Minnesota and Eastern North Dakota.

Over the past decade the energy market
has witnessed significant changes as pub-

lic opinion on the use of fossil fuels for
electric generation has changed. Most
electric utilities today are introducing
more renewable energy resources into
their generation mixes and the Joint
System is no different. In order to meet
government regulations and public de-
mands, the Joint System has increased
the amount of renewable electric gener-
ation in its portfolio and is a national
leader in incorporating renewables.

Today, the Joint System’s generation
mix includes: coal-fired power plants
(55%), hydroelectric generation from
the Western Area Power Administration
(8%), wind power contracts (34%), and
power purchases on the open market
(3%) to meet the total system demands.

The Joint System continues to evaluate
alternatives to its three existing coal-
fired power stations, some of which are
reaching the end of their lifecycle. How-
ever, current technology in power deliv-
ery limits the amount of additional re-
newables that can be reliably placed on
the electrical grid. The intermittent na-
ture of renewable energy sources makes
them less reliable in high demand situa-
tions such as has been witnessed in Cali-
fornia, Texas and Europe in recent years.

One of the greatest benefits of having a
municipal utility is our ability to look out
for the best interests of our customers
not only from a ratepayer perspective,
but also from a reliability standpoint.
Municipals are not beholden to outside
investors who take profits from the local
community, but may not have the local
community’s best interests in mind.
One thing is certain, there will be con-
siderable changes in the power industry
in the coming years as we navigate
changing perceptions on fossil fuels.
However, you can rest assured that your
municipal utility will always put our
community’s needs first when making
decisions about the future of our power

supply.
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2022 City Budget
Discussions

The Roseau City Council continues to work
on the 2022 Roseau City Budget. The
2022 city tax levy and budget must be
adopted by December 31st and the Coun-
cil has had lengthy discussions about the
current budget as well as the long term
financial stability of city operations. The
preliminary 2022 tax levy and budget was
approved in September and reflected a
deficit budget of $526,000. The prelimi-
nary levy proposed a 2% increase over
2021. This proposed levy increase was
the first levy increase in 10 years and is
reflected on the proposed tax statements
sent out by the County in November. This
2% levy increase resulted in a net city-
portion tax decrease for most residents as
the city tax capacity increased by approxi-
mately 3% for next year. So while the
proposed total amount of funding sought

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

Do you have a passion for the
outdoors and recreational activi-
ties? The Parks and Recreation
Department is looking for volun-
teers to be a part of our growing
parks program. Do you have a
vision for developing our park sys-
tem? Maybe the Park Board is for
you! Do you enjoy helping with
fun activities? Become a volun-

teer coach or activity sponsor!
Do you love your local park?
Learn about the City’s Adopt a
Park program!

Contact Keith Severson at 218-

626-5996 and find out how you

can become involved in enhanc-
ing our parks and recreation
facilities and programming.

Be a part of our parks and our
community!

in taxes increased, the amount of proper-
ty over which it was spread increased by
a greater amount.

Since September, the Council has met
with the city departments to refine the
proposed budget. After revisions, the
budget that was presented at the truth in
taxation public hearing on December 6th
reflected a total deficit of $270,000.

The proposed budget also contemplates
a 3% increase in water rates and a 3%
increase in the city garbage collection
fees. Sewage and electric rates are pro-
posed to stay flat for 2022. Additionally,
there is no proposed increase in the
wholesale power cost from the Northern
Municipal Power Agency which recently
adopted its 2022 wholesale power rates.

Winter Activities

Those rates go into effect in April of
2022.

The City still maintains significant reserve
funds to absorb a deficit budget, if the
Council determines it wishes to proceed
with the current budget as proposed at
the Truth in Taxation hearing. Further-
more, the Council cannot raise the tax
levy adopted in September, but can low-
er it for the final tax levy in 2022.

Some major capital expenditures pro-
posed for 2022 include the completion of
the curb & gutter and street in the new
Oak Crest Estates Subdivision; paving 5th
Avenue NE just north of the Roseau Ele-
mentary School; filling the ditch and con-
structing sidewalk in front of Super One
Foods on TH 11; installing new street
lighting along TH 11 on the west side of
Roseau; repaving 9th Avenue SW west of
the Westside Trailer Court; miscellane-
ous flooring and lighting replacements in
the Roseau City Center; and a city com-
prehensive plan update.

Nights of Lights

o The Roseau City Parks
Department is again
planning for some great
outdoor activities this
winter. The cross coun-
try ski trails will be up
and running as soon as snow conditions
are appropriate. The city will be expand-
ing the trail system this year to include
not only the golf course, but also City
Park, Mt. Roseau and portions of the East
Diversion Trail system. Trail information
will be announced on the city website
and the Parks & Recreation Facebook

page.

The outdoor recreational skating rink at
South Riverview Park will be ready for
skating as soon as the weather conditions
support ice building. Similar to last year,
the warming shelter will be open for
skate lacing and restrooms. Additionally,
the firepit will be stocked with firewood
to keep warm while skating and sledding
in the park.

Experience a new tradition with an
amazing holiday light show at the City
Park! Nights of Lights is a wonderful
drive through experience at the Roseau
City Park from 5-7 pm on Thursday, Fri-
day and Saturday nights throughout
December. The Park will be lit up with
Christmas lights and decorations with
the mission of brightening spirits of Ros-
eau and surrounding communities.

This winter event is brought as a joint
effort of the Roseau Parks & Recreation
Department, LifeCare Medical Center,
Polaris, Citizens State Bank, Border State
Bank and the many volunteers and indi-
vidual sponsors who
joined together to

make this event possi- ‘ A
ble. ‘
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Roseau’s Newest Subdivision
Begins to Fill

The City of Roseau has officially expanded with ground
being broken on the first new home in Oak Crest Es-
tates Subdivision. Interest in the new subdivision has
been strong with an additional four lots sold in 2021.
Completion of the street paving and installation of curb
and gutter will occur in the summer of 2022.

Final storm water drainage along Oak Crest Boulevard
for lots 1-4 of Block 2 will be completed as homes are
developed so that local drainage will align with the final
design of each house and yard. Provisions are in place
for these final stormwater improvements.

Lots in Phase One range in price from $10,000-$17,000.
Purchased lots are eligible for a $7,500 rebate from the
City after the construction of a house on the lot. Utility
assessments for each lot are $21,500 and are payable
over 20 years. For more information on the purchase
of lots in the Oak Crest Estates Subdivision contact
Todd Peterson, Community Development Coordinator
at 218-463-5003
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